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Cyber Santa

Don’t want to brave the long lines at the mall to have your young ones give Santa their gift 
list? Now, thanks to two local residents, you can set up a Skype visit with Santa Claus. 

See story on page 9

Homeless need
our help
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By Jenny Eckert
It was a day full of camaraderie and 

thrilling stunts.
The first Moto-Expo, held Nov. 10, 

was created by MotoGhost founder and 
“chief enthusiast” Omar Sayied to bring 
BMW motorcycle clientele together with 
specialists and other European motor-
cycle enthusiasts for a day of education, 
great food, discounts and entertainment. 
MotoGhost is the only exclusive BMW 
service and repair facility in Arizona.

The event drew hundreds to the Mo-
toGhost shop, located at 21628 N. Cen-
tral Ave. 

They were treated to a great event high-
lighted by a riding demonstration from 
Arizona’s own Bryan Roper, 19, the No. 
4 National Moto-Trial champion. In the 
parking lot, he wheeled by on his back 
tire and rode backwards on his front 
wheel. He then popped his wheels up 
onto an obstacle until he was well over 
8-feet above the crowd, up, and back 
down, like a pogo stick instead of a mo-
torcycle. 

At one point in his show, a trusting 
friend lay down on the ground and al-
lowed Roper to hopscotch his motorcy-
cle over his body several times.

To keep the Moto-Expo attendees and 
vendors excited and interacting, each 
entry ticket included a Moto-Passport. 
The passport was designed so each ticket 
holder would visit all the participating 
vendors, clubs, exhibitors and represen-
tatives to obtain a stamp on their pass-
port and receive more tickets toward the 
raffles. 

The more stamps — the more raffle tick-
ets! Dozens of prizes were given away 
at the end of the day including Moto-ap-
parel, gear, services and even a granite 
countertop provided by The Yard.

Each entry ticket also included a keep-
sake wristband and a genuine hot Ger-
man lunch: 200 pounds of potatoes, 

50 pounds of bacon and 1,500 German 
sausages were handcrafted in a certified 
kitchen and served by Sayied, staff and 
friends of MotoGhost.

Around the world adventure bikers 
Mark Booska and Dylan Samarawick-
rama told their unbelievable journeys 
inside the mechanics shop with photos 
and videos.

Samarawickrama, 42, began his jour-
ney in June 2010. He started in Switzer-
land and headed east. He was referred 
to the Moto-Expo while in the United 
States and came to Arizona to give his 
special presentation.

He has no timeline or planned route, 

in fact he doesn’t even carry maps. He 
says he keeps a GPS just to tell him that 
he is lost “somewhere in the world.” The 
journals and photos of these solo long-
distance trips were enlightening to folks. 
People walked up after the presentation 
inspired to follow their own dreams.

These are self-funded journeys and 
when disasters and accidents occur, these 
guys are alone. “You just get through it,” 
Samarawickrama says.

He believes he will complete his around 
the world tour in just about a year and a 
half and wishes to become an adventure 
tour guide in the future. Coincidently, 
Samarawickrama means “Celebrator of 

Adventure” and he says he is the most 
adventurous one in his family.

To get more insight about his ad-
venture as it unfolds visit www.
aroundtheworld360.com.

MotoGhost has achieved the support 
and reputation it takes to make a busi-
ness thrive. They are the BMW enthusi-
asts and the go to professionals, there to 
take extra time and care with your BMW 
needs. 

Give them a call at 602-324-9629, visit 
www.motoghost.com or stop by and see 
for yourself at 21628 N. Central Ave, 
Suite 1.
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Publisher’s Note

Hey. What’s this new 
newspaper in my mailbox?

You’re walking back from your mail box, shuffling through the bills and junk mail and here it is: the Deer Val-
ley Times. You’re wondering what it’s all about, most likely thinking “I don’t remember ordering this.”

You’re right. You didn’t.
Deer Valley Times is a new, free newspaper 

mailed monthly to 25,000 homes and businesses 
in Deer Valley. There will also be newspapers 
put out for pickup at various business locations 
throughout the area.

We’re the brainchild of two successful compa-
nies that have done this before: Better Business 
Together and Battle Born Media. A few years 
back, I launched a publication and website with 
my husband, called San Tan Valley Today, in an 
area that was growing and under-served. It be-
came the “go-to” source of all things San Tan 
Valley and a trusted local news source.

I’ve since moved to Deer Valley and saw a sim-
ilar commuity, an area with its own school dis-
trict, hospital, airport and no publication to call its own. We hope this publication will help the area create its 
own identity and sense of community and will do our best to provide a newspaper that you will be proud of.

This time, I’ve enlisted the services of Battle Born Media, which owns and operates four successful weekly 
newpapers in Nevada. Although Nevada-based, Battle Born Media has Arizona ties. One of the owners grew up 
in Glendale and its Chief Operating Officer successfully launched community lifestyle magazines in Scottsdale, 
Gilbert and Chandler.

So between us, we feel we have the expertise to publish a newspaper that fills your every need. Our first issue 
features a story on a couple of local women who have launched a business where kids can Skype with Santa 
Claus. We also have a story on a new local charter school and a prestigious award given to the Deer Valley 
Airport.

Besides that, we will give you a great list of things to do in and around the community and also give you the 
details on local dining options. We’ve also enlisted students from Deer Valley Unified School District to give 
us their insights into student life and business experts from the North Phoenix Chamber.

So here it is. Deer Valley Times. Profiles of interesting residents. Listing of upcoming events. Health and fit-
ness. Youth and schools. Real Estate news. Dining. Business. Something for everyone. If you have a business, 
event, classified or story you’d like to see in print, visit us online: DeerValleyTimes.com.

Enjoy.

Stacy Deprey-Purper
GrowYourBiz@DeerValleyTimes.com

First Moto-Expo event a true thrill ride

Bryan Roper performed numerous stunts during the Moto-Expo event, hosted by MotoGhost.

Entertainment
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By Dave Maxwell 
Deer Valley Airport was recently 

recognized for the second time with 
the Arizona Safety Award, for its 
commitment to safety. The award 
was given at the 40th Annual Avia-
tion Safety Awards Banquet on be-
half of the Aviation Safety Advisory 
Group of Arizona. Deer Valley also 
received the award in 2009. 

As posted on the airport’s website, 
“to receive the award, an airport 
must demonstrate contributions to 
enhance aviation safety at the airport 
by making either physical or proce-
dural improvements. This year Phoe-
nix Deer Valley launched a compre-
hensive campaign to create ‘a culture 
of safety.’”

Airport manager Art Fairbanks said 
Deer Valley is one of three general 
aviation  airports owned and operat-
ed by the City of Phoenix, the others 
are Phoenix Sky Harbor and Phoenix 
Goodyear. “At Deer Valley, we’re the 
busiest general aviation airport in the 
U.S., with services such as fueling, 
maintenance, flight training, aircraft 
rentals, avionics repair and more.”

There are 1,200 aircraft based at 
Deer Valley, Fairbanks said, “serv-
ing three primary customers: recre-
ational flyers, flight instruction, and 
corporate and business aircraft.”

Although Deer Valley does not 
handle commercial flights, Fairbanks 
said one of the flight schools does do 
charter flights to the Grand Canyon 
and Rocky Point, on the northern 
shore of the Sea of Cortez (Gulf of 
California).

Deer Valley has a restaurant with an 
observation deck that looks onto the 
airfield. “A great place for people to 
bring families for lunch,” said Fair-
banks. “You can watch the planes 
take off and land. You get much clos-
er to the aircraft than you would at a 
commercial airport.” 

Future plans for the airport are to 
finish the construction work to re-
surface the north runway, continue 
serving the growing needs of the 
recreational pilots in the area, plus 
expanding in handling the corporate 
traffic. However, there are no plans 
for Deer Valley to someday initiate 
commercial service.

Tower hours at Deer Valley are 6 
a.m. to midnight, seven days a week.   
Those interested can visit the airport 
www.DeerValleyAirport.com

Deer Valley Airport – the busiest little place
St. Mary’s is the world’s first 

food bank and is celebrating its 
45th anniversary in 2012. The 
entire concept of food banking, 
which has now spread around 
the world, was founded here in 
Phoenix by the late John van 
Hengel in 1967.

During the holiday season, St. Mary’s will distribute 18,000 
turkeys and holiday food boxes – in addition to the 30,000 
emergency food boxes distributed during this period. 

It is estimated more than 100,000 Arizonans will benefit 
from the holiday food boxes, and St. Mary’s is in need of 
donations to make sure holiday food boxes are available to all 
for the Christmas season. 

“We need not only donations of turkeys, hams and other 
frozen proteins, but all the items you would like to see on 
your holiday food table,” said Jerry Brown, director of media 
relatios for St. Mary’s.  “Non-perishable items like canned 
potatoes, cranberries and cranberry sauce, boxed stuffing and 
potatoes canned vegetables and fruits as well as soups, stews 
and any types of meals in a can.”

Peanut butter is also a very desired item, espe-
cially because of the recent peanut butter recall 
that forced St. Mary’s to remove more than 
50,000 jars from the shelves in October. Peanut 
butter is one of the most versatile proteins in the 
food bank’s arsenal and the food bank is very 
behind on this item.

St. Mary’s entered the holiday season 40 per-
cent down on food in its warehouse compared to the previous 
year. It depends on the holiday season to carry the food bank 
into to the first part of the years so it can continue to support 
the nearly 400 partner agencies who depend on St. Mary’s 
for all or part of the food they use to feed the hungry in their 
community.

Food donations are accepted at the Food Bank locations in 
Phoenix (2831 N. 31st Ave.), Surprise (13050 W. Elm St.) or 
Flagstaff (1801West Rt. 66) or at any Goodwill location in the 
Valley. 

Cash donations are the most effective way to help the Food 
Bank — St. Mary’s can distribute seven meals into the com-
munity with just $1 — and can be made at the Food Bank 
locations or conveniently on-line at www.firstfoodbank.org.

Donations needed at St. Mary’s food bank

AMF Deer Valley Lanes has donated as 
many lanes as needed to help raise funds 
for OCJ Kids. The event, sponsored by 
the North Phoenix Chamber of Com-

merce, is scheduled for Dec. 9 from 2 to 
5 p.m. Cost is $15 for three full hours of 
bowling, shoe rental and a lot of fun.

AMF Deer Valley Lanes is located at 

2902 W. Thunderbird Road.
For details, check out the North Phoe-

nix Chamber of Commerce website at 
www.NorthPhoenixChamber.com

Deer Valley Lanes bowling event to benefit OCJ Kids 

When nighttime temperatures drop and 
days cool down, many of the communi-
ty’s homeless end up on the streets with-
out blankets, clothing and other necessi-
ties to keep them warm.

The city of Phoenix is asking for do-
nations to help. Blankets, new or used 
(but clean and freshly laundered), are 
the highest priority. Clean warm cloth-
ing, such as long-sleeve jackets and long 
pants, sweatshirts and sweatpants, warm 
hats and gloves, coats, underwear and 
socks (new only), shoes and hygiene 
items also will be accepted.

Donated items, which are tax deduct-
ible, may be delivered to any of the city’s 
three Family Services Centers. Centers 
are located at Travis L. Williams, 4732 S. 
Central Ave.; John F. Long, 3454 N. 51st 
Ave.; and Sunnyslope, 914 W. Hatcher 
Road. Large group or corporate dona-
tions can be arranged through the home-
less programs coordinator.

The program is coordinated by the city’s 
Human Services Department. For more 
information, contact Tim Cole, homeless 
programs coordinator, at 602-534-5463 
or emailtim.cole@phoenix.gov.

City of Phoenix collecting
clothing for homeless
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By Dave Maxwell 
The first 20-minute electric vehicle 

charging station is now open in the Deer 
Valley area, in the Trillium North apart-
ment community. 

Located at the Loop 101 and North 7th 
Street exit, the new charging station of-
fers motorists a shorter time to recharge, 
plus a place to relax, and have a cup of 
coffee while you wait. Most charging 
times for electric vehicles at other places 
are upwards of one hour. 

Opened for about a month, “This 
has been highly anticipated among the 
“green” community, and is a great public 
access along such a busy corridor,” said 
Lauren King of ECOtality. 

The San Francisco-based company is 
one of the market leaders in clean electric 
transportation, and has collaborated with 
Trillium North for this first-of-a-kind ini-
tiative in the metro-Phoenix area. 

“The more of these that pop up around 
the valley, the more likely it is we’ll see 
an increase in eco-friendly vehicles, 
which will be huge for the “green” move-
ment locally,” King said.  

Managed by Trillium Residential, Pres-
ident Michelle Sinclair said they have 

been working with ECOtality to install 
Blink brand chargers at the apartment 
community. 

“There are two types of chargers,” she 
said, “and we have installed both styles. 
Two Level-2 chargers, the long ones that 
take four-to-six hours, and one of the 
commercial DC Level-3 fast-chargers, 
the 20-minute ones. It looks similar to a 
gas pump, with a nozzle on each side.”

ECOtality is deploying approximately 
14,000 Blink electric vehicle chargers in 
18 major cities and metropolitan areas 
located in California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Arizona, Texas, Tennessee, and 
Washington, DC. 

 Sinclair said the Phoenix valley already 
has a number of the Level-2 chargers, 
but this is the first fast-charger. “They 
require a 480-volt, three-phase AC input, 
and most retail businesses don’t have the 
capability for that. Trillium does, because 
of some the equipment used in the apart-
ment community.” She said they are see-
ing “at least a charge a day, on average, 
with the majority taking place between 
4-7 p.m., and sometimes even after mid-
night, and early morning hours, as driv-
ers are pulling off the freeway.

Payments are made using an account 
the driver has set up with Blink, much 
like a debit card, deducted from your ac-
count.

According to Sinclair, the DC fast-
chargers are what people are using like 
a gas station on a long trip.  “If I were 
taking a road trip, I would want to see 
what Chevrons are along my way,” and 
electric vehicle drivers are looking for 
the same thing at specific locations, “to 
pull in, fill-up, and keep going down the 
road.” 

People using an electric vehicle as 
more of a commuter car, mostly for back 
and forth to work, will typically use the 
Level-2 charger at home.

How long it may take to charge an EV 
completely depends upon the specifica-
tions of the battery used in the car and 
the voltage of the outlet that you are us-
ing to charge. Japan has introduced a 
“quick charge” concept, five minutes for 
25 miles, and 10 minutes for a 37-mile 
range.

The Nissan Leaf, using the fast-charge 
technology, can get a full charge in about 
20 or 30 minutes, and go up to 100 miles 
between charges. Some national chains, 

like Walgreens, Best Buy and IKEA 
stores have installed fast-chargers, but 
not in the Phoenix area yet.

Sinclair said Blink also provides a cell-
phone application that will show you the 
location of the nearest charger station. “It 
lets drivers know where they are, if the 
charger is in use at the time, how many 
are available, etc.”

In addition to the chargers, Sinclair 
said they offer a Great Room. “It’s a 
place where you can go inside, out of 
the weather, hook up to the WI-FI, have 
a Starbuck’s coffee and/or other coffee 
selections, use the ipads, watch the TV 
news, sit in the Cinema, featuring Direct 
TV, or watch any of their DVDs, play X-
Box, sit and relax, enjoy the fireplace, or 
pool in summer, etc.” The Great Room is 
staffed from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., but is not 
offering food at present.  

Over the next decade, 5-to-10 minute 
fast-charging for electric vehicles is ex-
pected to become common, and more re-
tail stores will install public chargers to 
attract EV customers, making one thing 
seem certain: the electric vehicle is here 
to stay. Henry Ford would be amazed. 

Know everything about the money
As a business owner, do you know how much you make 

on each sale? Do you record it? If not, 
how do you know if you are making a 
profit or just breaking even? It’s criti-
cal to know how much you are mak-
ing on each sale. With that data, you 
can determine how many sales you 
need to reach to profit goals you have. 
When you know what contributes to 
your profitability, you can focus on 
areas of improvement to make more 
profits from your existing custom-
ers and business. Imagine leveraging 
your existing customer base and activity to achieve mas-
sive results. Then imagine your profits when you bring 
your amazing products and services to more customers. 

Deliver tremendous value to your customers: 
Does your business have defined Customer Service Lev-

els? If so, does everyone on the team know them? Chances 
are you started your business because you have an amazing 
suite of services or products to share. You are so passion-
ate about them that you happily offer them to bring value 
to your customers. Brainstorm with your team on ways to 
exceed customer expectations. Make continuous improve-
ment a continuous part of your day.

Make sure the right people are doing the right things:
Does each team member have a documented role with 

specific responsibilities? Do they understand their empow-
erment and the limitations of the role? Your team needs to 
understand your vision for the organization and how their 
roles and efforts contribute to the organization. Construct 
meaningful “Key Performance Indicators” (KPI’s) for each 
role and put a system in place to ensure you are measuring 
performance against those KPI’s.

Engage your customers to sell you:
Do you have a systemized referral strategy in place? Re-

ferrals are a great way to expand your business. Your cus-
tomers know and love your products and services. They al-
ready have deep, trusted relationships with those to whom 
they are referring you. A referral strategy will help you to 
encourage your clients to recommend you and reward them 
for their loyalty to you.

Educate your customers to buy based on value, not 
price:

Do your customers understand the value that you deliver 
to them? Have you established your uniqueness? Deter-
mine your Unique Selling Proposition (USP) and ensure 
your USP is not just about being the best or having the best 
team – everyone says that. What is truly unique about your 
products and services? Get your customers excited about 
the value you deliver and what a great choice they have 
made to work with you. 

If you don’t measure it, you can’t manage it: Do you 
know how much it costs for you to acquire your customers? 
Do you know which lead generation strategies are effective 
and which are not? ActionCOACH places great focus on 
testing and measuring every aspect of your business. We 
help our clients achieve massive results. That is accom-
plished through testing and measuring. If you are empow-
ered with the data, you can make informed decisions about 
what is working and what is not. You can increase focus in 
areas that are delivering and stop investing in practices that 
are not bringing value and dollars to your business. 

At ActionCOACH we show business owners how to 
get more time, better teams in their companies and more 
money on their bottom-line.  By helping owners accelerate 
their growth, ActionCOACH has become the No. 1 busi-
ness coaching firm in the world, with hundreds of proven 
systems and strategies … guaranteed to get results.

Our simple and systemized approach to business has ben-
efited business owners around the world with more time, 
better teams within their companies, and most importantly 
– more money.  Contact us for a complimentary coaching 
session and let’s take your business to the next level.

Carolyn Andrews
Firm Owner/Certified Business/Executive Coach.  22601 

N. 19th Avenue, Suite 218. Phoenix, AZ 85027. Office: 
623-234-4704 (x101). Email: carolynandrews@yourac-
tioncoach.com. YourActionCoach.com 

Carolyn is the firm owner of ActionCOACH Phoenix and 
is a certified business and executive coach.  Her business 
experience ranges from Fortune 100 companies to organi-
zations with less than 50 staff members. She is recognized 
as an outstanding business strategist and leader. Her true 
passion is working with business owners and corporate 
executives to help them move up to the next level.  She is 
instrumental in implementing strategies and building rela-
tionships that positively impact growth, increase effective-
ness, improve operational efficiency and help owners and 
executives realize their dreams! 

Timely Tips for Small BusinessesElectric vehicle charging station opens

Open House locations
sought for 2013

The North Phoenix Chamber of 
Commerce Events Committee is now 
seeking business locations to host 
its 2013 Mix and Mingle and Open 
House monthly events. 

This opportunity is only available to 
current NPCC Members. Don’t wait, 
reserve your space today! 

To sign up, please contact Commit-
tee Chair Fern Hailey at 602.803.5409 
or fernanda.hailey@mynycb.com.

For additional information, please 
contact the Chamber office at 602-
482-3344.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port of the Chamber and the North 
Valley community.

North Phoenix Chamber of Com-
merce - Serving The Community 
Since 1963.

Loud Rumor golf event
will draw big crowd

Hundreds of business owners, pro-

fessionals and entrepreneurs gather 
every quarter at Degree 270 in Talk-
ing Stick Resort to join part in a Loud 
Rumor Event. This year’s takes place 
on Dec. 12 from 6 to 9 p.m.

Anybody can come and join for a 
fun filled night of networking for free. 
You’ll make great connections in a 
wonderful venue. A deluxe guest pays 
$10 online or $15 at the door. Half of 
the fee goes towards the charity of the 
night.

Go to the chamber website at www.
northphoenixchamber.com for regis-
tration information.

Organization Highlight: 
Local First Arizona

 
Founded in 2003, Local First Arizona is 

the fastest growing independent business 
alliance in the country. Its mission is to 
build stronger communities throughout 
the state by strengthening the businesses 
that make up our local economies. 

 Since inception, Local First Arizona 
has:

• Raised awareness of the “shop local 
movement” to thousands of consumers 
across the state, resulting in more diverse 
and vibrant communities. 

• Worked with city and state officials to 

increase more local procurement, there-
by reducing economic “leakage.”

• Created more avenues for local busi-
ness owners to find the products and ser-
vices they need, right here in Arizona.  
Business to business support is sure-fire 
way to economic recovery.

Local First Arizona is a long-term so-
lution to a deep-rooted problem.  It’s 
working to effect permanent changes in 
the way people think about how they 
spend their money, but this won’t happen 
overnight. It understand it’s going to take 
time but Shop Local has made an endur-
ing commitment to the community and 
believes in keeping money at home.. 

The long term economic benefits of in-

vesting in local economies include:
• For every $100 spent in locally owned 

business, $45 is re-invested in the state 
economy and pays for necessities such as 
fire departments, parks and libraries.  For 
every $100 spent in a chain store, a mere 
$13 remains in the state.

• Jobs are created when the local owner 
hires the local sign maker, carpenter, ac-
countant, attorney or marketing firm.

• Small business is the backbone of the 
Arizona economy.  The more diversified 
the local economy can be, the stronger 
and more sustainable it will become.

Why should you support locally owned 
businesses?

Independent businesses raise the stan-

dard of living in the community because 
local owners take their profits and buy 
products and services from other local 
businesses, thus creating more dollars 
re-circulating right here at home.

Buying locally grown food and locally 
made products is a quick and easy way to 
reduce your carbon footprint.

For every two jobs national retailers 
bring to a community, three jobs are lost 
as a result of local businesses closing 
down.

 Please join in helping Arizona’s eco-
nomic recovery. How can you help?

Buy local. Visit www.localfirstaz.com 
to find local businesses near you!

Business Briefs

Business Business
Calendar

Dec. 6
Phoenix Chamber Leads Group: 7:30 a.m. 
Deer Valley Airport Restaurant. Chamber 
leads group is open to one member in each 
industry. www.phoenixchamber.com.

Dec. 11
Deer Valley Connections: 7:30 a.m. at Deer 
Valley Airport Restaurant. Speaker: Marianne 
Hobbs from Farmers Insurance Group. www.
deervalleyconnections.com.
North Valley Networking Group — Deer 
Valley: 9 a.m. at Deer Valley Airport Restau-
rant. For more information please contact 
Jess Rankin at jess@mainstreet.ms or at (480) 
499-4884.

DEC. 12
Professional Referrel Organization — North 
Phoenix Club. 7:30 a.m. Keller Williams Re-
alty, 21420 N. 19th Ave., Suite 131. Provides 
those in business with the opportunity to 
meet other professionals, exchange ideas 
and receive referrals. Executive Director Bob 
Katz, 602-692-7686.

Dec. 13
Phoenix Chamber Leads Group: 7:30 a.m. 
Deer Valley Airport Restaurant. Chamber 
leads group is open to one member in each 
industry. www.phoenixchamber.com.
B2B Networking Mixer: 5:30-9 p.m. The Grill 
TPC Scottsdale Stadium Golf Course, 17020 
N. Hayde Road. Sponsored by Raven Events. 
Business exhibitors, food specials, door priz-
es. www.ravenevent.com. 480-664-0228

Dec. 15
Raven’s 7th Annual Holiday Party: 8 p.m. 
El Santo Cantina Y Mas, 7301 E. Butherus 
Drive, Scottsdale. The event benefits St. Vin-
cent de Paul and each person attending is 
asked to bring an unwrapped toy for a boy or 
girl. www.ravenevent.com. 480-664-0228.

Dec. 18
Deer Valley Connections: 7:30 a.m. at Deer 
Valley Airport Restaurant. Speaker: Todd 
Hauger of Midfirst Bank. www.deervalleycon-
nections.com.
North Valley Networking Group — Deer 
Valley: 9 a.m. at Deer Valley Airport Restau-
rant. For more information please contact 
Jess Rankin at jess@mainstreet.ms or at (480) 
499-4884.

DEC. 12
Professional Referrel Organization — North 
Phoenix Club. 7:30 a.m. Keller Williams Re-
alty, 21420 N. 19th Ave., Suite 131. Provides 
those in business with the opportunity to 
meet other professionals, exchange ideas 
and receive referrals. Executive Director Bob 
Katz, 602-692-7686.

Dec. 20
Phoenix Chamber Leads Group: 7:30 a.m. 
Deer Valley Airport Restaurant. Chamber 
leads group is open to one member in each 
industry. www.phoenixchamber.com
Go Green for Charity Christmas Mixer: 5-7 
p.m. at Taps Signature Cuisine and Bar, 9780 
W. Northern Ave. $20. Sponsored by Arizona 
Power Networking.

CHAT WITH US! NEWS, BUSINESS, EVENTS: DEERVALLEYTIMES.COMCHAT WITH US! NEWS, BUSINESS, EVENTS: DEERVALLEYTIMES.COM
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By Eric Dahlberg
If you’ve ever wondered what it would 

be like to skip the long lines at the mall, 
and have your kids have a one-on-one 
conversation with Santa Claus, you now 
have the chance.

Santa’s Video Call, founded by local 
sisters Julie and Jodie Kendall, gives 
children the unique experience of chat-
ting  with the guy in the red suit at a time 
that is convenient for them, from their 
living room no less. 

The concept is really quite simple, but 
can make a child’s Christmas unique and 
give them memories that will last a life-
time.

The sisters got the idea after Jodie’s 
daughter received a personal video re-
cording of Santa a few years back. The 
little girl was taken back with the greet-
ing, and asked to watch it numerous 
times long after Christmas was over. 

After watching her daughter’s joy from 

the video, she couldn’t help but think 
how nice it would be if it just wasn’t a re-
corded message, and her daughter could 
actually converse with the jolly round 
man.

After talking it over, the sisters decided 
that with today’s technology they could 
make that happen. 

Julie, who has a son in the military, was 
already a regular user of the video chat 
site Skype, and figured that would be the 
best way to get them up and running. Be-
ing a military family, one of the driving 
points behind this project was to ensure 
family members near and far wouldn’t 
miss out on the experience of seeing their 
little ones with Santa.

“We try to focus on families that can’t 
get to the mall,” said Julie. “Since every-
thing is recorded, you can purchase the 
DVD of the child’s experience and share 
it with all of your loved ones. That way 
deployed parents, people who are sick 

and others, don’t miss out on it all.” 
To get started, all you need is a comput-
er, an Internet connection and Skype. To 
schedule an appointment for the call, you 
log on to santasvideocall.com and follow 
the instructions on the screen. Cost is 
only $17.99 for a five minute chat, and 
$22.99 for the call and video. 

You will be asked to fill out a short ques-
tionnaire about your child so Santa can 
personalize the experience. For parents 
concerned about their children talking to 
a stranger online, they can take comfort 
in knowing that their child’s north pole 
experience isn’t with just anybody.

“All of our Santas are local,” Kend-
all said. “We interview them, perform 
background checks and ensure that we 
have the most professional Santas for the 
job.”

As for the naughty and nice list?
“We’re not about negativity, and are re-

ally focused on the positive experience.”

Local sisters give children
opportunity to chat with Santa

DEER VALLEY TIMES
The winter holidays are obviously 

among the more festive times of year and 
we at the Deer Valley Times love to get 
into the holiday spirit.

So we decided to put together a little list 
of five things you have to do to get the 
full Christmas experience.

1. See the biggest Christmas Tree in the 
country. It’s right up I-17 at The Outlets 
at Anthem.

It’s 110 feet tall, 27-feet wide and 
weighs 16 tons once it’s fully decorat-
ed (with 180 strands of LED lights that 
stretch three miles long and 6,000 orna-
ments, bows and a three-foot-tall copper 
star on top).

It’s a tree that would even make the 
Griswold family envious.

2. As long as you’re headed out there to 
The Outlets at Anthem, you may as well 
have pancakes with Santa Claus. On Dec. 
8 from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m., you can share 
some delicious pancakes with Jolly Ol’ 
St. Nick. Tickets are $5 for this limited 
engagement event with proceeds to ben-
efit Christmas Angels. He has lots of fun 
treats planned for children of all ages in-
cluding a delicious pancakes, storytime, 
a dicounted keepsake photo and more!

3.Go to the mall to see Santa Claus. Of 
course, you have to take your children to 
the mall, stand in that long line and get 
their picture taken with Santa. If you’re 
going to do it, you may as well go to the 
MetroCenter, located at 9617 N. Metro 
Parkway

4. Go to the Snow. Yes, you could head 
north to see real snow, but what’s the 
point of that when you can go down the 
101 a few miles and see real, maufac-
tured snow at Desert Ridge Marketplace. 
Every nigth at 7 and 8 p.m., the mall flips 
the switch to create flakes of fluffy white 
snow that floats down rom the sky. On 
Dec. 8, they even have a big snow day 
planned tons of snow, live music and all 
kinds of prizes. It takes place in the Sand-
bar parking lot. On Christmas Eve, they 
turn on the snow maching from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.

5. Zoolights. OK, so it’s not exactly in 
the North Valley, but the display put up 
by the Phoenix Zoo during the holidays 
is very impressive and worth the trip. 
Zoolights kicked off a couple of weeks 
ago and continues into the beginning of 
January. Although it’s at the zoo, this 
show is all about the lights. In fact, most 
of the live animal exhibits are closed 
during Zoolights. This year, Zoolights 
includes a Music in Motion show that 
takes place around the lake. It is a light 
show set to music of the Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra.

Five must-dos
for holidays

Santa’s Video Call was founded by local sisters Julie and Jodie Kendall to provide computer access to Santa 
Claus.

Check out this month’s On the Issues 
(OTI) television show with Deer Valley 
Councilwoman Thelda Williams.  

This month, she focused on Animal 
Cruelty. First, Phoenix Police Com-
mander Tim Hampton and Arizona Hu-
mane Society Investigator Valerie New-
man discussed the enforcement of animal 
cruelty.  

Next, State Representative Kate Bro-
phy joined to discuss animal cruelty pre-
vention and relevant state laws.  

Finally, Phoenix Public Information 
Officer Michael Hammett gave an an-
nouncement on the Animal Cruelty Task 
Force Fund Raiser which will take place 
this weekend.
 
Events
Public Meetings

The next District 1 Community Break-
fast will be held Friday, Jan. 25. Break-
fast begins at 7:30 a.m., the speakers 
will start around 7:45. Breakfast will be 
available for $4.39, not including tax or 
gratuity, and the District 1 office will pay 
for your drink. 

Location is the Deer Valley Airport 
Restaurant – 702 W. Deer Valley Road

  
Lectures
College Depot Classes

 College Depot, located on the second 
floor of Burton Barr Central Library at 
1221 N. Central Ave., will host five free 
workshops in December.

College and Scholarship Essays 
+ Hands on Lab. 5:30-6:45 p.m. – 
Wednesday, Dec. 5. Get tips on writing 
a strong scholarship and college essay 
and put what you learn to the test with a 
hands-on computer session.

How to Pay for College (3 sessions): 
5:30-6:30 p.m. – Thursday, Dec. 6; 5:30-
6:30 p.m. – Tuesday, Dec. 11; 10-11 a.m. 
– Saturday Dec. 15 (presented in Span-
ish). Learn how to pay for college with 
financial aid, scholarships, work-study 
and savings.   

Searching for Scholarships + Hands-
on Lab: 2-3:30 p.m. – Thursday, Dec. 
27. Learn to search for scholarships and 
put what you learn to the test in a hands-
on computer session.

Space is limited. To register or for more 
information, call 602-261-8847 or email 
college.depot@phoenix.gov.

 
Historic Preservation and
the Rise and Fall and Rise
of Downtown Phoenix 

 A free community presentation that 
highlight Phoenix’s development as a 
city and the preservation of its historic 
landmarks and architecture will be of-
fered from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
6, at Burton Barr Central Library, Pul-
liam Auditorium, 1221 N. Central Ave. 
The lectures will feature leading experts 
on the history of the city, its landscapes, 
landmarks and buildings.  

The free series of public talks coincides 
with the exhibition “Phoenix Icons: The 
Art of Our Historic Landmarks,” on dis-
play at the Gallery @ City Hall, 200 W. 
Washington St., first floor.  

The show includes 33 photographs of 
historic Phoenix landmarks and build-
ings by artists Patrick Madigan and Mi-
chael Lundgren.

 Philip VanderMeer, associate professor 
of History at Arizona State University, 
will present an overview on the “Rise, 
Fall and Rise of Downtown Phoenix,” 
on Thursday, Dec. 6.  

The lecture will cover the changing 
shape and focus of downtown Phoenix in 
relation to larger national changes.  Van-
derMeer will discuss how urban changes 
reflect an upsurge in ideas and energy.  

VanderMeer teaches graduate and un-
dergraduate courses in community his-
tory and Southwestern urban history. He 
is an author of various essays, a book on 
postwar Phoenix, “Phoenix Rising” and 
a recently published study, “Desert Vi-
sions and the Making of Phoenix, 1860-
2009.”

Future presentations will discuss Mid-
Century Modern Architecture, the canal 
landscape that once defined Phoenix and 
the whimsy of homemade yard art in the 
city.  

The lecture series is supported with 
funds from the Arizona Commission on 
the Arts.  “Phoenix Icons: The Art of Our 
Historic Landmarks” is the second in a 
series of rotating exhibitions featuring 
the city’s historic Municipal Art Collec-
tion of 1,000 artworks.  

The Gallery @ City Hall is open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
The exhibit, on display through March 
29, is free to the public.  The works were 
commissioned by the Phoenix Office of 
Arts and Culture Public Art Program.  

The Phoenix Arts and Culture Commis-
sion and the Historic Preservation Com-
mission have partnered in the exhibition. 
The gallery is supported by private con-
tributions from businesses and residents 
throughout the city and region and oper-
ated by volunteers.  

For more information, visit phoenix.
gov/arts or call 602-262-4637.

 
Trailhead Encounters

 The Phoenix Parks and Recreation De-
partment is teaming up with agency part-
ners including Arizona Game and Fish, 
Liberty Wildlife and REI to offer a free 
Trailhead Encounters series that allows 
visitors to learn about the city’s Sonoran 
Desert preserves and the critters and flora 
that call them home. 

The events are free and perfect for 
families. Visitors can just drop in – no 
registration is required. More informa-
tion on South Mountain Park/Preserve is 
available in the Trails and Preserve sec-
tion of the department website at phoe-
nix.gov/parks.

Dec. 2: 1 to 3 p.m. join staff of the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
and Phoenix Park Rangers in a hands-
on event that gives participants a chance 
to be animal detectives. See if you can 

unravel critter scenes and identify tracks 
and scat left behind by desert animals. 
Pima Canyon Trailhead, South Mountain 
Park/Preserve, 9904 S. 48th St. Phone: 
(602-262-7393.

Dec. 16, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Get up close 
and personal with live, rescued birds in a 
presentation from Liberty Wildlife. Pima 
Canyon Trailhead, South Mountain Park/
Preserve, 9904 S. 48th St. Phone: 602- 
262-7393.

Community 
Trivia 

How many square feet of lawn does it 
take to provide a day’s oxygen needs for 
one person?

 
QT Cares

A special District 1 thank you goes out 
to Quick Trip (QT) Service Stations, 
which adopted the Collins Court Apart-
ments for Thanksgiving. Collins Court is 
a permanent supportive housing facility 
that specializes in providing supportive 
services to get homeless back on their 
feet. For Thanksgiving, QT made sure 
every Collins Court resident had a full 
Thanksgiving dinner.

 
Alternative Fuels

In October, the Valley of the Sun Clean 
Cities Coalition (VSCCC), of which the 
city of Phoenix is an active member, re-
ceived national recognition by the U.S. 
Department of Energy for being ranked 
first in the nation in two categories for 
use of alternative fuels. VSCCC and its 
members displaced 51 million gallons of 
petroleum fuel, which makes the Phoe-
nix area the leader of all major U.S. met-
ropolitan areas.

 
Trivia Answer

 625 square feet.

Councilwoman will talk about animal cruelty on OTI
City News
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By Lukas Eggen
Painted Rock Academy is off and running. 
A part of Reid Traditional Schools, Painted Rock 

Academy opened its doors to the public for the first 
time in the fall. The free public charter school is look-
ing to build on its enrollment during the spring. 

“For a brand new school in its first time opening up, 
we have done quite well actually,” Principal Leslie 
Szostak said. 

Reid Traditional Schools place an emphasis on read-
ing as well as history, application of the scientific meth-
od and more. With its sister school, Valley Academy, 
already established and having full enrollment, Szostak 
said that has helped Painted Rock avoid some of the 
growing pains new schools may see. 

Valley Academy, the first Reid Traditional School, has 
been granted an A rating by the Arizona Department 
of Education, which is the highest possible rating. The 
education department states only 23 percent of all of 
Arizona’s 1,733 schools have received such a score.

Painted Rock will follow the same curiculum as Val-
ley Academy.

“It gives you a solid base,” Szostak said. “You already 
have things you know are tried and true. There’s an es-
tablished curriculum. But charter schools don’t always 
do the same things. One of the reasons charter schools 
were founded was so they could decide what they want 
to focus on.” 

Szostak is also no stranger to Reid Traditional Schools, 
or opening up a new charter school. Szostak served as 
principal at Valley Academy for four years when it 
opened its doors for the first time. 

Szostak has been a long-time educator and when the 
opportunity arose, she came out of retirement to head 
Painted Rock. 

“My life situation changed and allowed me to come 
back and help them start this second school,” Szostak 
said. “I’m very excited about doing that. I so much be-
lieve in what hey do.” 

Painted Rock’s staff includes numerous teachers with 
a wealth of experience in education and who are like-
minded in their approach to education. That appears to 
have paid off, as Painted Rock’s enrollment numbers 
have impressed Szostak.

Enrollment is still available through the spring term. 
More information can be found by visiting 623-466-
8855 or visiting www.paintedrockacademy.com. 

While Painted Rock looks to establish its own iden-
tity, Szostak said the response has been good from stu-
dents and parents. And though it may be in its first year, 
Painted Rock is looking to challenge students the best 
they can. 

“I would say our benchmark of success will be to have 
the largest part of the majority of children here, making 
more than a year’s growth academically,” Szostak said. 

As Painted Rock looks to continue its momentum 
during the spring, Szostak said they will be looking 
to tweak and fine tune the school. Though, if the early 
feedback they received is any indication, they are well 
on the right path already. 

“It’s been very positive,” Szostak said. “The children 
seem to feel comfortable and safe. They appreciate all 
of that. One little girl summed it up best when she said, 
‘You know mom, I love this school so much, I hope I 
can stay here until I go to college.’” 

Painted Rock Academy opened this school year at 14800 N. 25th Drive in Phoenix.

Traditional Approach
Painted Rock Academy brings tried and true methods

By Amy Gerrish
Taking a look back at real estate in the 

Phoenix Area, all data suggests we have 
hit bottom. In fact, going from an inven-
tory high of more than 50,000 homes in 
2009 to a low of 8,000 during the sum-
mer of 2012 suggests the summer of 
2012 was our turning point. 

According to Mike Orr, who is the brain 
behind our local real estate numbers over 
at the Cromford Report, a healthy num-
ber of homes for sale in our market is 
somewhere between 30,000 - 33,000. As 
of press time, there are approximately 
17,700 homes for sale in the Phoenix 
Area. This is a huge jump in inventory 
from just that frantic shortage of 8,000 
we experienced a few months back. 

Confidence in the market has brought 
sellers out the woodwork. Many who 
have been under water in equity are now 
at a break-even point or even a point of 
positive equity in their property. Many 
have been waiting on this day to finally 
sell their current homes without recourse 
from their lender or having to do a short 
sale. Of course, not everyone is experi-
encing new equity, and short sales will be 
around for a few more years. 

Another confidence builder for home 
owners looking to sell is the abundance 
of cash buyers in our market. We are still 
a magnet to 2nd home vacation buyers, 
foreign vacation buyers and investors. In 
fact, 43 percent of all home sales were 
cash transactions. Buyers from all walks 
of life purchasing homes with cash, from 
a $10,000 property to a $10.5 million 
Mummy Mountain Estate in Paradise 
Valley have emerged in record numbers.

Mortgage rates remain low, and as of 
press time, rates are below 3.5 percent 
and may change by the time this goes to 

print. Taking into consideration the state 
of the economy and hurricane Sandy 
clean up estimated well into the billions, 
all signs are pointing toward low rates 
going into the new year. Refinancing and 
new mortgage applications should con-
tinue to rise, as well giving confidence to 
buyers which, in turn, boosts the confi-
dence of the home sellers in the market.

While we still have a ways to go to be 
considered a truly healthy market, we are 
definitely on the right track with homes 
values on the rise. Distressed sales such 
as short sales and foreclosures once ruled 
our market with over 60 percent of the 
market share, and have dwindled to less 
than 15 percent.  Loan delinquency rates 
in Arizona have fallen more than any oth-
er state across the country. This is due, in 
part, to our state’s foreclosure laws. Ari-
zona has a fast turnover rate, which has 
allowed us to rip that foreclosure band-
aid faster than many other states with 
longer redemption periods. The highly 
rumored shadow inventory that many 
are talking about does not exist, in my 
opinion. Checking the turnover in many 
neighborhoods suggests that banks are 
not holding  many of these homes. Fol-
low the paper trail of the foreclosures 
and you can see where these homes are 
going; either being sold at auction or 
back to the bank to be sold on the open 
market. 

Deer Valley Times readers can order a 
free comprehensive market report to find 
out the value of your home by visiting: 
http://deervalleytimes.com/get-your-
home-value/

Amy Gerrish is manager of The Phoe-
nix Metro Group Brokered by Keller Wil-
liams Arizona Realty

A look back at 2012: 
We finally hit bottom

Deer Valley 2012 Market Stats
1st Quarter 

Average sale price $132,284 or 
$77.81 per square foot, based on 
1,700 square feet. Average days on 
market 64

2nd Quarter
5.5 percent increase in market value 
from Quarter 1. Average sale price 
$139,910 or $82.30 per square foot 
based on 1,700 square feet. Average 
days on market 61

3rd Quarter
5.9 percent increase in market value 
from Quarter 2. Average sale price 
$148,988 or $87.43 per square foot 

based on 1,700 square feet. Average 
days on market 48

4th Quarter 
Estimate/projected increase 2.8 per-
cent. Average sale price $153,225 
or $90.15 per square foot based on 
1,700 square feet. Average days on 
market 61

Total Number of Homes Currently 
for Sale: 284, including 4th Quar-
ter’s projected increase home 
Values have increased in the Deer 
Valley Market a total of 14.2 per-
cent since Jan. 1.
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By Anya Rogers
Arizona, along with 46 other states 

according to azed.gov, has started us-
ing Common Core standards for edu-
cation.

According to corestandards.org, 
“common standards will help ensure 
that students are receiving a high qual-
ity education consistently, from school 
to school and state to state.” 

These are standards for reading, 
writing and math that all schools in 
the state will adopt. The standards are 
new to students and teachers alike as 
they were implemented at the begin-
ning of this school year. 

 “There’s a little bit of resistance at 
first, a transitional phase, and then it 
just becomes commonplace and I’m 
sure it will be the same,” said Amanda 
Walker, a science teacher at Sandra 
Day O’Connor High School.

“I think it’s good when it comes to 
the basics like reading, math and writ-
ing,” said Katherine Fike, a senior at 
O’Connor High.

The Common Core standards are 
said to be applicable to all subjects 
through reading, writing and math but 
do not include information on elec-
tive classes or the use of technology to 
teach students.

“I like some of what’s in there. I just 
don’t know if Common Core is go-
ing to address the way the 21st cen-
tury students investigate material. So 
I don’t know if we’re setting them up 
for an old school system when they 
are living in a new school society,” 
said Will Jones, a history teacher at 
O’Connor High.

It’s still to be determined if the stan-
dards help or hinder, however, some 
schools have already begun noticing 
the downsides of Common Core.

 “If you go from one end of the val-
ley to the other, you will be emphasiz-
ing different things, you’ll be tapping 

different types of prior knowledge. 
There is background you’re going to 
have to make up for the lack of,” said 
David Lewton, an English teacher in 
the Phoenix Union School District. 
“These kids are barely ready for a lot 
of the expectations. I think they’re for-
getting what high school students are 
and there’s a lot they’re not capable 
of.” 

Not only does it affect students and 
their ability to learn the more difficult 
material, it also creates a bad environ-
ment for teachers.

“Common core itself is really pretty 
good [with] the recommendations, the 
heavy emphasis on literature and criti-
cal thinking,” Lewton said. “Where I 
see the breakdown is…where districts 
and administrators get their hands on 
it and think ‘This is a great way for me 
to get everyone on the same page.All 
I have to do to evaluate them is to go 
down a checklist.’ 

“This has nothing to do with teach-
ing. It has nothing to do with educa-
tion. It has nothing to do with litera-
ture. It is very destructive.”

Anya Rogers is a student at Sandra 
Day O’Connor High School.

By Bryce Patterson
The 2012 presidential campaign is 

now over, but prior to Nov. 6, many 
teenagers in Deer Valley high schools 
were passionately arguing their opin-
ions of each candidate. 

Some teens believe President Barack 
Obama was the proper candidate while 
others believe the better candidate was 
Gov. Mitt Romney.

Most of these teens are not even 
legally of-age to vote, but teenagers 
think everyone needs to know what 
their political beliefs are.

Younger teenagers see their parents 
are rooting for one candidate, and 
think “Maybe I should want this per-
son to win as well because my parents 
say I should.”

“A lot of the media and TV influ-
ences what the kids believe and 
sometimes their parents can say who 
they want their kids to vote for,” says 
Cory Gilchrist, a senior at Sandra Day 
O’Connor High School. “I think hav-
ing your own opinion is better.”

Gilchrist voted for Obama on the 

early morning of Election Day. “With 
Obama still president, I see my future 
still going as planned, going to com-
munity college and then off to a uni-
versity and having jobs along the way 
and going into my career,” Gilchrist 
said.

Other students at Sandra Day 
O’Connor such as Mihaela Mihaila 
and Erin Anderson also voted that No-
vember morning, and they highly dis-

agree with Gilchrist’s look on Presi-
dent Obama.

“I see a bigger mess,” says Ander-
son without hesitation. Agreeing with 
Anderson, Mihaila says, “I don’t think 
Obama’s going to do anything these 
next four years. It’s probably going to 
get harder and the economy’s going to 
suck more.”

All three students agree high school 
students are educated about their fa-
vored candidate, but there are also a 
lot of other students who do not.

“It depends. It all just comes down 
to whether or not you care,” Mihaila 
says.

Now that the election has officially 
ended, political conflict amongst stu-
dents has relaxed, but when the next 
election in 2016 falls upon America, 
students will yet again shout out their 
opinions, causing more political argu-
ments.

Bryce Patterson is a student at San-
dra Day O’Connor High School.

By Hailey Chard
and Lilly Newcomb

By foot, by car, by bike, by bus. 
Students have many ways to get to 

school and stay there for the required 
time, but when circumstances ask for a 
change in schedule, transportation be-
comes an issue.

At high schools in the valley, such as 
Sandra Day O’Connor High School and 
Barry Goldwater High School, before 
and after school tutoring has been made 
available.

However, this extra help is not avail-
able for some students due to a lack of 
transportation.

O’Connor iunior Alyssa Lindsey lives 
in a group home. Many of the girls in her 
facility are not able to attend tutoring be-
cause they ride the bus and their falling 
grades may be a result of this.

“Most of the girls in the house are fail-
ing because they don’t understand [the 
material] and no one in the house can 
help them,” Lindsey said.

Not only is the tutoring time used for 
additional help, but for test retakes for 
absent students, or students looking to 
improve their test scores.

O’Connor language teacher Paula Ba-
dillo said although it’s rare to have an is-
sue where a student cannot find a ride, it 
does occur.

When this issue does arise, Badillo will 
call parents and do whatever she can to 
make time.

She has even given up her lunch hour. 
In turn, the student has to skip out on 
their lunch.

This is not an uncommon arrangement.
Goldwater math teacher Jacqueline  Aes-
sa has also had to give up her lunch hour, 
and in some cases, even her prep hour 
that is used to make lesson plans and ac-
tivities.

However, her prep hour is during an-
other class hour and that means that stu-
dents are asked to miss another teacher’s 
class time.

“I also tell [the students] that I stay until 
five or six and if they tell me ahead of 
time, they can go home and then around 
four their parents can bring them to 
school to be tutored,” Aessa said.

Aessa said she has had several instanc-
es where a student has had a serious issue 
with transportation. She also said she de-
votes an estimated 10 or so hours a week 
of her own time to helping her students 
after hours.

Aessa said when teaching in Chicago, 
a late bus was available. However, late 
buses are not available in the Deer Valley 

Unified School District, according to the 
district’s website.

Since a late bus is not available for bus-
riders, students like O’Connor sopho-
more Paahul Chanal doesn’t have “any 
other way of getting to school.” This also 
means no other way of getting home.

Without the late bus, a student’s other 
option is to ask for favors.

However, not everyone can carpool 
with a friend, or make special arrange-
ments with parents. O’Connor junior 
Brian Rogers rides the bus, but if he 
needs tutoring it can be an issue.

“I have to ride my bike three miles to 
school [to go to tutoring],” said Rogers.

Brian has asked his parents to pick him 
up when his bike is not in good condi-
tion, but Rogers said they ”typically say 
no,” because they have scheduled meet-
ings that can’t be missed for work.

Rogers also said he has tried to carpool, 
but there is simply nobody who lives 
close enough to him.

When the options of carpooling, par-
ents, buses or friends are unavailable, 
there needs to be another way.

Lilly Newcomb and Hailey Chard are 
both students at Sandra Day O’Connor 
High School.

Transportation always 
an issue for students

Common Core the new standard

Deer Valley teens and politics

Lilly Newcomb

Hailey Chard

Anya Rogers

Bryce Patterson

New standards help ensure quality of education
Aviation company again
partners with Desert Wind

Aviation Communication & Surveillance Sys-
tems (ACSS) and Desert Winds Elementary, in 
the Deer Valley Unified School District, soared 
into their 12th year of an ongoing educational 
partnership, by allowing 6th grade students to 
experience first-hand the world of global aero-
space technology with a field trip on Nov. 29.

 Desert Winds 6th graders had the opportunity 
to tour the ACSS facility, rotating through the 
Engineering, Manufacturing, Marketing, and 
Human Resource departments. Students spent 
15 minutes at each location learning about 
ACSS and its products and services.

 The annual paper airplane flying contest 
took place at the end of the day. Students had a 
chance to put their knowledge of aerodynam-
ics to the test by working with aviation design 
experts in designing, folding, and flying paper 
airplanes.

Village Meadow teacher
earns Rodel award

Deer Valley Unified School District Vil-
lage Meadows Kindergarten teacher Jennifer 
Thornton was named a 2013 Rodel Exemplary 
Teacher. The award recipients represent the best 
of Arizona and were selected for their outstand-
ing student achievement in high-need schools, 
their ability to mentor new teachers, and the 
recommendation of their principals and Rodel’s 
observation team.

The Rodel Foundation of Arizona created the 
Rodel Exemplary Teacher Initiative in 2003 
to address the shortage of effective teachers in 
Arizona’s neediest schools and to maximize 
student achievement through effective instruc-
tion. Teachers selected through the initiative 
are asked to mentor six high-potential student 
teachers, one per semester.

DVUSD presents date
from Strategic Plan survey

Deer Valley Unified School District’s leader-
ship team presented data from a Strategic Plan 
survey indicating the priorities and expecta-
tions of nearly 3,500 DVUSD students, parents, 
employees and community members during six 
open forum input sessions hosted throughout 
November. The survey data and ideas gener-
ated during input sessions will help build a 
framework for writing the next strategic plan 
for 2013-2018. DVUSD is concluding work on 
the final year of the current three-year strategic 
plan to guide decision making, resources and 
desired results.

In December and January, “Loop Out” meet-
ing sessions will be held with various groups to 
introduce the new mission, vision, core values 
and to gather additional feedback and involve-
ment before the final adjustments are made and 
presented to the Governing Board in January.

School News
Education
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Chef Michael McCauley
Brussels sprouts are one of those veg-

etables that people either love or hate. 
It is their natural bitterness that usually 
turns people off. 

This recipe removes that bitterness and 
adds the sweetness of dried cranberries. 
It’s one of our family favorites.

Similar recipes call for lots of butter 
and nuts, both high in fat and calories. 
This version tastes great, and is much 
healthier.

Yield: 8 servings ( Serving Size: about 
1/2 cup after cooking) 

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Ingredients
2 pounds fresh Brussels sprouts, rinsed 

and with stems trimmed

1 ounce  coarsely chopped pecans (wal-
nuts can be used instead, if you prefer)

1/2 cup  dried cranberries (Ocean Spray 
Craisins, or equivalent) 

1 teaspoon olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste
Preparation
After rinsing and trimming Brussels 

sprouts, pull off any damaged leaves. 
Slice each sprout into 3-4 even slices, 
cutting from tip to step. Collect all sprout 
slices in a bowl and set aside.

Heat 12-inch frying or sauté pan over 
medium-high heat and add pecans. Cook, 
stirring continually, until the pecans be-
gin to darken and give off a toasted aro-
ma (about 2-3 minutes).

Drizzle olive oil over pecans and stir 
to evenly coat the pan bottom, then add 
sliced Brussels sprouts. Cover pan and 
cook until color brightens, some leaf edg-
es begin to brown, and sprouts become 
tender (about 5-6 minutes). Remove lid 
after 1 minute and stir with spoon or 
tongs. Repeat each minute until sprouts 

are cooked. Be careful not to overcook 
sprouts. They should be slightly crunchy, 
but tender – not limp or mushy.

Remove pan from heat, add dried cran-
berries and toss. Add salt and pepper to 
taste, and serve.

Nutrition Facts (per serving)
Calories: 76; calories from fat: 15; fi-

ber: 3g (Note: To reduce fat, reduce or 
eliminate pecans)

Michael McCauley is a Personal Fit-
ness Chef and Nutrition Specialist, au-
thor and speaker. His company, Vitaer-
obics, has helped more than 750,000 
people create their own healthy fam-
ily future. Get his FREE eBook “Over-
coming Portion Distortion: How to Eat 
Less in a Super Sized World” at: www.
HealthyFamilyFuture.com/gift.

Recipe of the Month: Brussel Sprouts ... with a twist

By Eric Dahlberg
Peoria will be getting a bit more arro-

gant.
By this time next year, The Arrogant 

Brewer restaurant hopes to be bringing 
its unique combinations of fine food and 
great beer to the northwest portion of 
town.

The idea of the new restaurant and 
brewery has evolved over time, and is 
now starting to take off under the direc-
tion of a team of five men. After brewing 
beer in his kitchen for years and having a 
fascination with the brewing process, co-
founder Neal shared his brewing passion 
with friend Matt. 

Together the two men developed new 
beer recipes, established a business plan 
and brought on the rest of the team.

“We did the homebrew thing for a 
while, and really came up with some 
great beers,” said President and Brew-
er Matt. “A lot of successful breweries 
started out that way, and we hope to be 
one of them.”

Another important member of the Ar-
rogant team is the executive chef Brian, 
who has been cooking professionally for 
eight years and has opened three restau-
rants. 

Brian will be bringing his skill of pair-
ing the right beer with the right meal, 
and will be serving up dishes anywhere 
from Grilled Salmon and Lamb Shank, 
to gourmet hamburgers and sandwiches. 

“We will be offering a great variety of 
food for different people,” Matt said. “It 
will be casual fresh food, and we’ll also 
have a seasonal menu.”

They will also be offering seasonal 
beers too. Aside from their staple beers 

of Pale Ale, Imperial IPA, Black IPA and 
Robust Porter, they have a seasonal Win-
ter Spiced Ale, and are in the process of 
developing a Pumpkin Spice Ale as well 
as others.

“We are focusing on a lot of ales, but 
will also have a variety so customers will 
have the opportunity to enjoy the beer of 
their choice,” Matt said.

While opening day isn’t exactly right 
around the corner, the team has been 
hosting different events, such as they 
did this month, with an evening with the 
brewer event where guests feasted on 
samplings from their menu and enjoyed 
the hand crafted brews. 

They hope that at this time next year 
they will be able to bring their unique 
style of beer and fine foods to an area that 
is lacking when it comes to variety.

“We’re looking at opening in the 85383 
zip code,” Matt said. “There’s not a lot in 
that area when it comes to unique estab-
lishments, it’s mostly chain restaurants. 
If you want a unique dining experience, 
you have to go all the way to Scottsdale.  
We’re trying to change that.”

They also want to provide an environ-
ment that will cater to everyone.

“When you walk in, you won’t find 
white table cloths. We will have a casual, 
friendly environment, where you can get 
a great meal with a great beer, and even 
watch the game at the bar.”

To learn more about their beers and 
food, you can visit their website at the-
arrogantbrewer.com, where you will also 
find social media links to keep up on the 
progress of the restaurant.

Arrogant Brewer
gives sneak preview

The Arrogant Brewer held a preview tasting of its food and beverage in 
November. The restaurant is planned to open in Peoria next year. (Courtesy 
photos)

Healthy resolutions to make for the New Year
By Alison Bailin Batz

 Each year, we spend New Year’s Day 
resolving to improve mind, body and 
spirit.

 However, in most cases, those reso-
lutions are often broken, forgotten and 
shelved for yet another year before the 
holiday lights even come down.

 So, this year, why not get a head’s start 
on make better choices before the New 
Year arrives?

 Following are some helpful tips from 
Valley health leaders on how to get a 
jump start while the holidays are still in 
full swing:

Decrease Risk of Silent Nights
“Resolve to make your ears a part of 

your yearly physical exam. General prac-
titioners will check your eyes, heart and 
blood pressure, but they do not normally 
perform hearing tests. This could prevent 
furthering any existing hearing loss,” 
said Sherri Collins, executive director of 
Arizona Commission for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing.

She adds to also turn down excess noise 
this holiday season and beyond. Accord-
ing to Collins, 15 percent of individuals 
aged 20-69 have some degree of hearing 
loss that may have been caused by expo-

sure to loud noises.
 
Increase Talk Time
“The holidays are the perfect time to 

create healthy communication in your 
family by talking regularly with your 
kids about finals, school recess plans, 
social life, goals and peer-pressure,” said 
Leslie Bloom of Drug FreeAz.org. “Chil-
dren who regularly talk with their parents 
are 50 percent less likely to use drugs. A 
great place to start that conversation is 
around the dinner table together.”

Also, while stocking the cabinets for 
guests this holiday season; take some 
time to unstock what you no longer 
need.

 “Use the excuse of holiday guests to go 
through your medicine cabinet and clear 
out any unused or expired medicines. 
Check out DrugFreeAz.org/Rx for the 
best ways to dispose of those unused or 
expired medicines,” said Bloom.

 
Decrease Sweets for Your Sweets
In a recent report, Dr. Gupta reported 

that according to estimates, nearly 20 
percent of the total calories in American 
diets comes from added sugar via soda, 
energy drinks, sports drinks, desserts, 
fruit drinks, ice cream and other can-

dies.
 But that is just the beginning.
 “Most people don’t realize that diets 

rich in sugar not only lead to increased 
risk of diabetes, but also to heart disease 
and cancer,” said Dr. Coral Quiet of Ari-
zona Breast Cancer Specialists. “Breast 
and colon cancers have insulin receptors 
that encourage tumor growth.”

A best bet to optimize health - fight the 
sugar bug during the holidays.  

 
Increase Pillow Talk
“There will be more than 12,000 new 

cases of cervical cancer diagnosed this 
year in the United States alone, mak-
ing it the third most common cancer in 
women,” said Dr. Rhianna Meadows of 
Planned Parenthood Arizona. “The num-
ber one risk factor in developing cervical 
cancer – the human papilloma virus, or 
HPV.”

With this disease – and most other STDs 
– easily confused with common ailments 
in early stages, the only defense is a good 
offense. The offense – communication.

 According to Dr. Meadows, some ques-
tions to get started:

• Have you ever been tested for any 
STDs? If so, which ones?

• Are you involved with anyone else, or 

when was your last sexual activity?
• Planned Parenthood believes in safe 

sex and condom use, do you?
 
Decrease the Summer Glow
According to the American Cancer So-

ciety, more than 31,000 Arizona residents 
are diagnosed with skin cancer each year. 
And not all of them have the hot summer 
sun to blame.

 “This is Arizona — not the Jersey 
Shore,” said Dr. Gregory Maggass of Ar-
izona Center for Cancer Care. “Simply 
put – do not step foot in a tanning bed 
to keep your summer glow this holiday 
season.”

Each of these early resolutions will 
make for a very Happy – and healthy 
– New Year, indeed.

 
For more information on all these – and 

other – healthy resolutions to make, 
please visit any of the below:

 
www.acdhh.org
www.drugfreeaz.org
www.breastmd.com
www.ppaz.org
www.canceraz.com

The history of women’s medicine is 
coming to fruition with the advent of the 
da Vinci Si Robotic Surgical System re-
cently installed at John C. Lincoln Deer 
Valley Hospital, according to gynecolog-
ical surgeon Arlene England, DO.

Dr. England, a member of Deer Valley 
Hospital’s medical staff who has been 
performing traditional laparoscopic sur-
gery for 25 years, is one of the hospital’s 
trained robotic surgeons.

“Women’s surgery started with large 
incisions,” Dr. England said, “and took a 
giant step forward when we started doing 
minimally invasive laparoscopic surger-
ies.”

“Now, almost all gynecological proce-
dures can be done without open surgery,” 
she said. “This is a great benefit to our 
patients.”

Dr. England said while “there’s very lit-
tle I can do with the robot that I could not 
do with traditional laparoscopy, the da 
Vinci makes some procedures easier.”

The big difference is the improved visu-
alization deep in the pelvic area that the 
da Vinci’s camera provides with its 3-D, 
HD view that is magnified 10 times.

From the point of view of a patient, 
however, what’s really cool about robotic 
surgery is the reduced recovery time.

One of the earliest Deer Valley da Vinci 

hysterectomy patients, Jennifer Foster, 
went into the hospital around 6 a.m., was 
prepped for surgery around 7 a.m. and 
was up and walking around in her hos-
pital room by 3 or 4 p.m., she said. She 
went home before 6 p.m.

Dr. England said that time frame, be-
ing able to go home the same day as sur-
gery, is true for about 50 percent of her 
patients.

“There’s less trauma to tissue with the 
da Vinci,” Dr. England said, “so there’s 
faster healing and less scarring.”

For Foster, the rapid healing meant she 
felt ready to go back to her job as a pur-
chasing agent for a group of veterinary 
hospitals barely three weeks after her 
procedure, instead of waiting six to eight 
weeks before going back to work, the 
standard for hysterectomy patients who 
had open surgeries.

“But Dr. England said I should wait four 
weeks,” she added quickly, “so I’m going 
to be good and take the extra time.”

“That’s an issue with minimally inva-
sive surgery,” Dr. England said. “Patients 
feel better so soon after the surgery that 
they often need to be told they must wait 
to let their bodies finish healing before 
becoming active.”

Deer Valley Hospital’s surgical 
robot advances women’s medicine

Healthy Living Dining
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HOLIDAY EVENTS
DAILY

Glendale Glitters: More than 1.5 mil-
lion lights make 10 downtown blocks of 
Glendale look like a winter wonderland 
… the lights along with horse-drawn 
carriage rides, strolling carolers and, of 
course, Santa. And you can come more 
than once as there are different activities 
nightly, from 6 to 10 p.m. Mostly free, 
but some activities have a cost. 58th and 
Glendale avenues. 623-930-2299. www.
visitglendale.com

Holiday Dancing Trees: Head over to 
Scottsdale Pavilions to watch trees dance 
in step to the music on your car radio. 
Also, visit with Santa from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Scottsdale Pavilions, 9175 E. Indian 
Bend Road. 480-834-8500. www.scotts-
dalepavilions.com.

It’s Snowing Every Hour:  Enjoy the 
magic of snow all every hour from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. daily within the District 
at Desert Ridge Marketplace, near the 
AMC Fountain. Flakes of fluffy white 
snow will float down from the sky, trans-
forming the fountain into a living snow 
globe. For details, visit www.shopdeser-
tridge.com.

Downtown Ice Skating: Check out 
CityScape downtown for ice skating. 
Public skating is from 3-11 p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays and 5-11 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, through Dec. 15. Then 
its 3-11 p.m. daily from Dec. 16 through 
Jan. 1. Skate with Santa from 6-8 p.m. 
daily through Dec. 22. Cost is $10, and 
includes skate rental. CityScape, 1 W. 
Washington St., Phoenix. 480-947-7772. 
cityscapephoenix.com. 

Visit with Santa: Bell Mar Plaza will 
play host host to Santa visits every Sat-
urday through Dec. 18 from 1-5 p.m. 
He will be available for gift requests 
and photo packs will be available. We 
are pet friendly as well — bring your 
“best friends” in for some great photos 
too! 114th Avenue and Bell Road. http://
www.bellmarshops.com

DEC. 5
Santa and David the Dreidel: Head 

to My Gym Children’s Fitness Center to 
get a picture taken with Santa and Da-
vid the Dreidel during circle time. There 
will be puppets, games, bubbles and play 
on gym equipment. Noon to 2 p.m., $5 
donation to benefit My Gym Challenged 
America Foundation, which provides 
assistance and support to children with 
physical and cognitive challenges. 9171 
E. Bell Road, Scottsdale. 480-483-5936. 
www.my-gym.com.

Ice Cream With Santa:  Sit with Santa, 
get your picture taken and have a scoop of 
ice cream at Chip and Ruby’s Ice Cream 
and Games. Cost is $29 for the first child 
and $9.95 for each additional child. 1-5 
p.m. 7074 E. Fifth Ave., Scottsdale. 480-
990-6000.  www.studionumber5.com.

DEC. 11
APS Fantasy of Light Boat Parade: 

Check out the brightly lighted boats that 
will illuminate Tempe Town Lake. There 
is also a visit from Santa at 6 p.m. Boat 
parade begins at 7 p.m. Free. 80 W. Rio 
Salado Parkway. 602-997-2581.  www.
millavenue.com/do/fantasy-of-lights-
boat-parade.

Visit by Santa Claus: Head to Doll 
House and Toy Store to see Santa and get 
a caricature drawing. Then you can shop 
for all the toys on your child’s wish list. 
$12.50 for caricature drawings, $5 for 
additional child in drawing. Free admis-
sion. 9 a.m.-noon. 16447 N. Scottsdale 
Road, Scottsdale. 480-948-4630. www.
azdollhouse.com.

Holiday Harmony Snow & Glow: 
Live performances and interactive booths 
highlight this annual tree lighting and 
toy drive at the Scottsdale Civic Center 
Mall. Visit with Santa and play in the 
snow. Free admission, but a donation of 
an unwrapped toy is requested.  3939 N. 
Drinkwater Blvd. 480-312-0217. www.
scottsdaleaz.gov.

DEC. 12, 18-19, 23-24
Breakfast With Santa: The most im-

portant meal of the day with the most im-
portant holdiaya figure at Rico’s Ameri-
can Grill, Pointe Hilton Squaw Peak 
Resort. Seating are at 9 and 11 a.m. and 
include breakfast, photos and a reading 
of “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” 
Cost is $27, $16 for ages 4-10 and free 
for those 3 and younger.  7677 N. 16th 
St., Phoenix. 602-997-5850. www.rico-
sag.com.

DEC. 15
Breakfast With Santa: Bring your 

child, between 3 to 10 years old, to Des-
ert West Community Center to enjoy 
breakfast with Ol’ St. Nick. 9 – 11 a.m. 
Limited to first 125 children.  Desert 
West Community Center is located at 
6501 W. Virginia Ave. Register in person 
or on-line at www.phoenix.gov/parks, 
using barcode number is #88883.

DEC. 19
Christmas Dinner and Dance: The 

Polish-American Club at Sun City West 
will host its holiday themed dinner that is 
sure to be a culinary delight. Noon. Reg-
ister by Dec. 15. Group meeting begins 
at 1 p.m. and dinner is at 1:30 p.m. $15 
for nonmembers. $13 for members. Palm 
Ridge Recreation Center, 13800 W. Deer 
Valley Drive, Sun City West. 623-544-
6580. www.rcscw.com/recreation_cen-
ters/receationcenters.htm.

DEC. 29
Winter Break Blitz with Radio Dis-

ney: Join Radio Disney at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace from 1-2 p.m. for a Winter 
Break Blitz. AM 1580 will have tickets to 
all your favorite family attractions, come 
out and play to win. AMC Fountain. For 
details, visit www.radio.disney.go.com.

CONCERTS
DEC. 7

Peppermint James: Peppermint James 
was formed in Phoenix in 2004. With a 
strong influence from The Beatles, The 
Wailers, traditional jazz and blues artists, 
and many outstanding world musicians, 
the sound of Peppermint James continu-
ally evolves with a no-limits attitude 
toward songwriting and arranging.  The 
District at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-
10 p.m. District Stage. Visit www.pep-
permintjames.com

Tony Putrino: Accordionist extraor-
dinaire,  Tony Putrino has written, ar-
ranged and performed music since child-
hood. He blends jazz, R&B, rock ’n roll, 
romantic European and the avant-garde. 
The District at Desert Ridge Market-
place, 7-9 p.m. AMC Fountain. For de-
tails, visit www.tonyputrino.com.

DEC. 8
Knee Deep Experience: Arizona’s pre-

mier funk and soul band and known for 
its signature llama mascot. The District 
at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. 
District Stage. Visit www.kneedeepx.

com.
Scott & John of Hello Swindon: An 

eclectic group that is just as likely to 
come with a country-rock ditty as they 
are to rip into a ska or reggae song. Rock 
and roll is still at their heart, but Hello 
Swindon does it in an acoustic-electric 
style that retains energy and fun. The 
District at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-
9 p.m. AMC Fountain. For details, visit 
www.helloswinton.com.

DEC. 14
The Persuaders: A five-piece band 

from Tempe that features Lawrence Zu-
bia,  they have sold millions of records, 
traveled thousands of miles and played 
thousands of shows with a loud, guitar-
driven style. The District at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. District Stage. 
For details, visit www.facebook.com/az-
thepersuaders.

Grady Soine: Grady Soine of Grady-
music has delighted fans worldwide with 
his unique style of piano/keyboard music. 
He is an accomplished composer/pianist 
whose other passion is bringing ideas to 
life and helping others accomplish their 
dreams. The District at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace, 7-9 p.m. AMC Fountain. 
For details, visit www.gradymusic.com.

DEC. 15
Hello Swindon: Original members 

singer/guitarist Scott Semple and singer/
percussionist John Vick form the center 
of the band, along with saxophone player 
Todd Sisk, who has been with the band 
since 2001 and bassist Matthew Schaf-
man, who joined up in 2005. The District 
at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. 
District Stage. For details, visit www.
helloswindon.com.

Blues Legend Hans Olson: Hans is a 
veteran performing musician with more 
than 40 years in the music business. He 
plays an amplified acoustic guitar and 
harmonica. He is know as one of the best 
“harp-in-a-rack” players in the world and 
is a very powerful singer. The District 
at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-9 p.m. 

AMC Fountain. For details, visit www.
hansolson.net.

DEC. 21
Back Buddy: The Buddy Holly Trib-

ute Band is a trio inspired by the legend-
ary Buddy Holly and the Crickets, but 
also plays music from many other artists 
from the 50s, including Elvis Pressley, 
Chuck Berry, Johnny Cash, Roy Orbi-
son and Ricky Nelson. . The District at 
Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. 
District Stage. For details, visit www.
comebackbuddy.com.

Mark Zubia: The indie guitarist was 
born and raised in Phoenix and has be-
come a veritable institution in the state, 
helping lead a series of popular and suc-
cessful combos, including Los Guys. The 
District at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-
9 p.m. AMC Fountain. For details, visit 
www.markzubia.com.

DEC. 22
Jeordie & The Mixology: Jeordie’s 

music gives deep and friendly advice, on 
a sultry rock, melodic platform. Her style 
is a blend of modern pop themes and 
folk rock guitar. Currently, she is touring 
with her new album “Jeordie XO & the 
Mixology Project Vol. 1.” The District 
at Desert Ridge Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. 
District Stage. For details, visit www.re-
verbnation.com.

Melainie and Van: An acoustic duo 
with a wide variety of music ranging 
from rock artist such as Elvis Presley, 
The Eagles and Sheryl Crow to country 
artists such as Patsy Cline, Johnny Cash 
and June Cash and the Judds. Also throw 
in a little R&B inspired by Ray Charles 
and Aretha Franklin. The District at Des-
ert Ridge Marketplace, 7-9 p.m. AMC 
Fountain. For details, visit www.vanan-
dmelanie.com.

DEC. 28
Think Horses: The band is compsed of 

Leon (voice and guitar), Theo Belledin 
(keys and saxes), Adam Clark (batterie), 
Emilio Caruso (drums) and John Chap-
man (contrabass). The District at Desert 
Ridge Marketplace, 7-10 p.m. District 
Stage. For details, visit www.thethink-
horses.com.

West Hills Brothers:  A unique duo 
of acoustic/electric guitars, vocals and 
percussion. Carson Smith is lead vo-
cals, guitar and percussion and his twin 
brother Cole plays acoutist and electric 
guitar and mandolin. The District at Des-
ert Ridge Marketplace, 7-9 p.m. AMC 
Fountain. For details, visit www.wes-
thillsbrothers.com.

DEC. 29
Zimis: Arizona’s favorite party band! 

The Zimis play a fun-filled, energetic 
show while at the same time playing mu-
sic that anyone and everyone can enjoy. 
The District at Desert Ridge Market-

place, 7-10 p.m. District Stage. For de-
tails, visit www.zimis.net.

Casey Lee Smith: Casey was the 2010 
grand prize winner of the John Lennon 
Songwriting Competition with “Chasin’ 
Tin Cans,” a song dedicated to the de-
termination of barrel racers and to Casey 
grandmother, who still runs barrels at age 
74. The District at Desert Ridge Market-
place, 7-9 p.m. AMC Fountain. For de-
tails, visit www.caseyleesmith.com.

EXHIBITS
Changing Landscapes: A Closer 

Look at Baby Canyon Pueblo: The 
ASU Deer Valley Rock Art Center is in-
troducing an exhibit that looks at prehis-
toric agricultural adaptions for life in the 
desert. Through Sept. 1, 2013

Leaving Marks: The Rock Art and 
Archaeology of Deer Valley:  For thou-
sands of years, people have left their 
mark by pecking more than 1,500 sym-
bols into the black basalt boulders at 
Deer Valley.  As visitors, we are the latest 
people to change the land here and ex-
press our cultural values. Our presence in 
this landscape connects us to the people 
who were here before and to the marks 
they left behind. ASU Deer Valley Rock 
Art Center. Permanent exhibit, ongoing.

The Green Room: Kids and their fam-
ilies can find information on the people, 
plants and animals that have lived on this 
site for more than 7,000 years, as well 
as fun facts about population, cultural 
traditions, and similarities in how people 
lived thousands of years ago, and how 
we live today. ASU Deer Valley Rock 
Art Center. Permanent exhibit, ongoing.

EVENTS
DEC. 7

Holiday Jam Blitz with Radio Dis-
ney: Join Radio Disney at Desert Ridge 

Marketplace for Holiday Jam Blitz. AM 
1580 will have tickets to all your favorite 
family attractions, come out and play to 
win.  6-7 p.m. AMC Fountain. For de-
tails, go to www.disney.go.com.

 DEC. 7-9
Phoenix Festival of the Arts: This in-

augural event is free and hosted in the 
heart of downtown Phoenix at Hance 
Park. It features three days of live en-
tertainemtn on two stages, art vendors, a 
hands-on commuity mural, food trucks, 
a beer and wine garden, Kidz Corner 
and much more. Hours are 2-9 p.m. on 
Friday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Visit www.phoenix-
festivalofthearts.org.

First Friday at Rosson House Mu-
seum: For only $1, catch a special eve-
ning first-floor tour of Heritage Square’s 
beautiful Rosson House Museum. 6-9 
p.m. Call 602-262-5070 for details.

DEC. 8
Snow Day with 98.7 The Peak: Grab 

your mittens and head over to the west 
parking lot of Desert Ridge Marketplace 
off Tatum near Sandbar for loads of snow 
… and fun. Live music, giveaways, en-
ter to win prizes, activities and more. 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. For details, visit www.shop-
desertridge.com.

Layers, Colors and Textures: Pa-
per with Stencils and Design: Quinn 
McDonald leads a workshop to make 
papers to use for wrapping special pres-
ents, journaling, book and paper arts use. 
Shermer Arts Center and Museum, 5005 
E. Camelback Road, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $100 
fee. For details, call 602-262-4727 

Creating hand-made holiday cards: 
Participants will learn how to make a 
screen print and print by hand or with a 
press. All ages are welcome, especially 
beginners. Shermer Arts Center and 
Museum, 5005 E. Camelback Road, 10 
a.m.-noon. $50 fee. For details, call 602-
262-4727

DEC 8-9
Indian Market at Pueblo Grand 

Museum: Be part of a 36-year Phoenix 
tradition. The Indian Market features 
top Native American artist’s paintings, 
sculptures, jewelry, baskets and more. 
Check out music and dance along with 
delicious authentic frybread. Admission 
is $5 for adults, with 12-and-under free. 
Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. For details, visit 
www.pueblogrande.com.

DEC. 9
The Human Form with Michael Sar-

da: Michel will go over human form in 
the arts and students will learn to under-
stand the body with articulation and flex-
ibility of the model as well as learn and 
photograph the difference between the 
naked & the nude. $175. 10 a.m.-3 p.,m. 

Shemer Art Center and Museum, 5005 E. 
Camelback Road. For details, call 602-
262-4727.

Phoenix Children’s Choir Holiday 
Concert: A great holiday event for the 
entire family. Tickets are $10, $17.50 
and $20. 4-5:30 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, 5510 N. Central Ave. 
For tickets, call 602-534-3788.

DEC. 12
Story Time with Super WHY: Bring 

the kids out to get into the holiday spirit 
and enjoy free hot chocolate and cook-
ies from California Pizza Kitchen, story 
time reading of holiday classics, dancing 
and exercise by The Little Gym. 5-7 p.m. 
at The District Stage at Desert Ridge 
Shopping Center. For details, visit www.
pbskids.org/superwhy.

Behind the Scenes at Pueblo Grand 
Museum: Curator Holly Young will take 
you on an exclusive tour of the Pueblo 
Grand Museum, to help you learn about 
artifacts that are not even on display and 
to see how museums care for their col-
lections. General admission prices and 
hours apply 2-2:23 p.m. Pueblo Grand 
Museum, 4619 E. Washington Ave. Visit 
www.pueblogrande.com.

DEC. 15
Metro Classic Car Show: See more 

than 100 beautiful classic cars and trucks 
along with special Police and Fire vehi-
cles on display! Get valuable discounts 
and giveaways from local merchants!  
Enjoy an afternoon in the Metrocenter 
area and help us collect toys for deserv-
ing children for Christmas! 1-5:30 p.m. 
Metrocenter Southeast Parking Lot, 
across from Castles-n-Coasters.

Pollinator Garden Conservation: . 
The under-construction pollinator gar-
den has suffered through the sweltering 
summer and needs your TLC. Objectives 
this year include amending soil, mulch-
ing plants, applying top dressing and 
planting wildflowers and other natives. 8 
a.m. – noon. Rio Salado Audubon Cen-
ter, 3131 S. Central Ave. . RSVP: Cathy 
Wise, 602-468-6470 X109

Dynamic Water Color with John Er-
win: This workshop will introduce you 
to the excitement of watercolor. It will 
explore ways that watercolors can be 
used to create dynamic landscapes and 
still life paintings. $100. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Shemer Arts Center and Museum, 5005 
E. Camelback Road,. For more informa-
tion call: 602-262-4727

Arizona Animal Encounters: Arizona 
Mammals:  Offered every third Saturday, 
this event offers the opportunity to see 
wild animals as part of a fun and interest-
ing presentation. Free. 11 a.m. Nina Ma-
son Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon Center. 

Melainie and Van

See  Calendar, Page 19 
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Things to Do

Call 602 468-6470 for details.

DEC. 19
Story Time with Curious George: 

Bring the kids out to get in the holiday 
spirit and enjoy free hot chocolate and 
cookies from California Pizza Kitchen, 
story time reading of holiday classics, 
dancing and exercise by The Little Gym 
and special guest characters presented by 
PBS Channel 8. Remember to get here 
early and grab a seat. 5-7 p.m. District 
Stage at Desert Ridge Marketplace. For 
details, visit pbskids.org/curiousgeorge.

DEC. 20
Birds and Beer: Come to the Audubon 

Center after work to enjoy a cold Four 
Peaks beer and learn a thing or two about 
birds, other wildlife and their habitat. 
Every third Thursday of the month. 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m., program starts at 6 p.m. 
Nina Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon Cen-
ter, 3131 S. Central Ave. 602 468-6470. 
RSVP vramos@audubon.org.

DEC. 22
Petroglyph Discovery Hike: An expe-

rienced Pueblo Grande Museum guide 
will lead participants on a three-mile, 
three-hour interpretive hike along the 
Beverly Canyon/Javelina Trail in South 
Mountain. This trail is moderate in dif-
ficulty. Advanced registration is required 
by Dec. 20. Register online at www.
phoenix.gov/parks choose classes & pro-
grams. Use course #90057. $8. 8 to 11 
a.m. South Mountain Park.

DEC. 28
Park on Four Waters Tour: The tour 

will take you on a tour through unde-
veloped, natural desert to the ruins of 
some canal systems developed by the 
Hohokam people who lived in the Salt 
River area from about 450 to 1450. 10 
to 11 a.m. This is a first come, first serve 
tour, free with paid museum admission. 

Shemer Art Center and Museum, 5005 
E. Camelback Road For more informa-
tion or to register for a program, visit our 
website at www.pueblogrande.com or 
call the Museum at 602-495-0901.

SPORTS
DEC. 11

Adult Softball League registration: 
Registrations begin in December for 
softball leagues run by the City of Phoe-
nix Parks and Recreation Department. 
Leagues start Jan. 6 at Papago, Rose 
Mofford and Desert West parks. General 
registration begins Dec. 11, starting at 
6:30 p.m. Teams can register online at 
phoenix.gov/parks/sports or by walk-in 
at the Phoenix Softball office, 1802 W. 
Encanto Blvd. Registration will continue 
on a first-come, first-serve basis until 
openings are full. Cost is $450 per team 
with men’s, women’s and co-red divi-
sions offered.

DEC. 12
Soccer Clinic: Youths ages 3-7 are in-

vited to a free soccer clinic at Encanto 
Park, 2605 N 15th Ave., sponsored by 
the City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation 
Department. this is an instructional clinic 
that is a warm-up to the Soccer League 
that will start in February. 6-7 p.m. For 
more information call 602-262-6542

DEC. 13
T-Ball Clinic: Youths ages 3 to 7 are 

invited to a free T-ball clinic at Encanto 
Park, 2605 N 15th Ave., sponsored by 
the City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation 
Department. For more information call 
602-262-6542 

JAN. 7
Deer Valley Little League: Registra-

tion for Spring 2013 league will begin 
in January. Additional details regarding 
walk up registration dates, fees, etc on 
Spring 2013 Season will be made avail-
able in early January 2013. Online regis-
tration will open on Jan. 7. http://www.
deervalleyll.com.
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Flowers Coffee Pest Control Fitness

DeerValley
Connections.com 
and 
NorthValley
Connections.com

Hacienda Heating
and Cooling

Family owned and operated

1 West Deer Valley Rd., #110
623-582-0402

Hug N Pups
Your pets will look forward to 

spending a “spa” day with us.

1609 E. Bell Road, Suite B-9
 602-795-4950

Adobe Self Storage
Rent any size

for 30 days for $19.95

2818 W. Deer Valley Road
623-738-1598

Hilton Garden Inn
Discover contemporary 

conveniences for Phoenix 
and beyond

1940 W. Pinnacle Peak Road
623-434-5556

Legalshield
Howard and Mary Faltz

Protecting families

602-740-9543

Union Hills 
Animal Hospital

We treat your pets as if 
they were our own.

1933 Union Hills Drive
602-863-6629

Brian Siegel
American Family Insurance

Purse your dreams. 
We’ll protect them

4731 N. Central Ave.
480-203-5568

Glider Rides Insurance Home Repair Hotels

Legal Services

Pet Care

Classified Ads Networking Pet Care Storage

Calendar
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A recent survey commissioned b the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 
finds Maricopa County residents who admit to littering soda cans, bottles and ciga-
rette butts decreased by half from the previous year, while the number of admitted 
litterers who littered while driving decreased by 16 percent.

 A survey conducted last year revealed that the most commonly littered items tossed 
from vehicles included beverage containers and cigarette butts. In response, Don’t 
Trash Arizona revamped its key messages to focus on those littered items with a new 
slogan, “No Cups, Cans or Butts. Don’t’ Trash Arizona!” The campaign targets males 
between the ages of 18 and 34, identified as the primary litterers in the Valley. Out-
reach and education has focused on places such as movie theaters, sporting events, 
targeted radio stations, gas stations and convenience stores.

Littering decreases in Maricopa County
(623)
748-
1102

Local
Dependable
Affordable
DobsonExterminating.com

http://www.phoenixmetro365.com
http://www.narepair.com


http://www.jcl.com

