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What is the North Valley 
Symphony Orchestra?

Our mission is to build community through

musical performance and education, while

enhancing music appreciation through artis-

tically engaging concert experiences for

audiences of all ages, and providing multi-

generational musicians a place to enjoy the

collective art of making music.

North Valley 
Symphony Orchestra

Where music 
comes alive! 

North Valley 

Symphony Orchestra

About the North Valley
Symphony Orchestra

After a very successful inaugural year, North

Valley Symphony Orchestra (NVSO) is

pleased to present its second orchestral

season, bringing an affordable concert

experience to communities of the Phoenix

North Valley.

Orchestra membership provides multi-gen-

erational musicians a place to enjoy the col-

lective art of making music, friendship and

camaraderie, while bringing their love of

music to audience members of all ages.

North Valley Symphony Orchestra elimi-

nates barriers by offering three opportuni-

ties for musicians of all ages and skill levels: 

The Adult Orchestra is a full  symphonic

orchestra comprised of professional musi-

cians, music teachers and talented players

from all walks of life. 

The Youth Orchestra is a wonderful opportu-

nity for young string players, normally with

more than three to five years experience on

their instrument, to share their passion of

music with others. 

Symphonettes is open to any string student

who has studied one or more years on their

instrument.  This orchestra gives students

who may only play in private lessons or very

small string classes the opportunity to play

in an ensemble.

Where music 
comes alive! 



thE CONCErt SEASON

Journeys Fantastique 
October 19, 2013

Hector Berlioz was only 24 years old when he

became obsessed with Harriet Smithson, a pop-

ular Shakespearean actress performing in Paris.

His obsession caused him to compose

Symphonie Fantastique, which depicts a turbu-

lent ride through the mind of a man obsessed

with his "beloved," but unable to be with her. In

the final movement of the symphony, his dreams

ultimately turn nasty and he has visions of his

beloved taunting him from the underworld in a

witches Sabbath dance. In a similar theme,

Saint Saens’ Danse Macabre is a journey into

the centuries-old celebration of the Dance of

Death, which occurs at midnight on All Hallows'

Eve. Last season’s Summerford Violin

Competition winner, Gabrielle Lorenc, will play

the Danse Macabre solo, which represents the

Devil playing fiddle throughout the dance. The

Youth Orchestra will complete our journey with

Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite, which is based on the

travels of Peer Gynt into the Hall of the Mountain

King, where trolls and gnomes abound.

holiday toys
December 14, 2013

One of the most beloved toys from the holiday

season is the nutcracker. Tchaikovsky’s

Nutcracker Ballet is viewed annually by thou-

sands of audience members. The Nutcracker

Suite is Tchaikovsky’s concert version of eight of

his favorites from this classic holiday music,

including the popular Russian dance Trepak,

and the flowing Waltz of the Flowers. The Youth

Orchestra will perform the Toy Symphony which

features parts played on a toy trumpet, drum,

cuckoo and nightingale. The piece was originally

attributed to Leopold Mozart, and then later attrib-

uted to Joseph Haydn. Current research however

reveals the fact that the true composer may never

be discovered. Rounding out the concert is a

whimsical ride in the snow depicted by Leroy

Anderson’s Sleigh Ride.

tchaik FIVE
March 8, 2014

"Per aspera ad astra." "Tragic to Triumph." These

words are representative of the underlying mean-

ing behind Tchaikovsky's 5th Symphony. The

symphony begins with a musical theme that is

presented first in the minor key, and is melan-

choly; tragic. Throughout the work, the theme

keeps resurfacing, each time with more optimism

and spirit, until finally it is presented in the final

movement in the major key, and is hopeful; tri-

umphant! Because the piece is ultimately tri-

umphant in nature, Tchaik Five was ordered by

the Russian leaders to be played by the Leningrad

Radio Symphony Orchestra during the siege of

Leningrad in WWII. Even while an aerial bombard-

ment was ensuing, the musicians and audience

remained in their seats, their spirits lifted by the

glorious music of Tchaik Five. 

American Masterpieces
May 17, 2014

Two of America’s most revered and popular 20th

century composers are Aaron Copland and

Howard Hanson. Copland is well known for his bal-

lets including Billy the Kid, Rodeo and a piece writ-

ten for Martha Graham titled Appalachian Spring.

As with many ballets, Copland also arranged a

concert version, the Appalachian Spring Suite,

which effectively depicts the full ballet as danced

by Ms. Graham. Most recognizable is the arrange-

ment of the Shaker hymn Simple Gifts in the piece.

Howard Hanson is best known for his symphonic

works, many of which are very romantic or nation-

alistic. His melodies often feature long, sweeping

melodies and folk-like harmonies that remind us of

the vastness of our great country. Hanson’s 3rd

Symphony is a fine example of his compositional

style that represents the grandeur of our American

land.

Youth Concerts

The Youth Orchestra and Symphonettes will per-

form  in concerts on Saturday, December 7, 2013,

and Saturday, May 3, 2014. Details will be posted

on our website.

tickets
$5 each concert or $15 Season Pass

(NVSO is committed to making

concert tickets affordable for all)

To order tickets and for

NVSO Information:

www.northvalleysymphony.org

or call 623-980-4628

(tickets will be at “will call”)

Concerts are currently being held at

North Canyon High School Auditorium

1700 E. Union Hills Dr., Phoenix


